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Environmental Issue

What are the consequences of deforestation to our environment? |s fire always
bad or can their be some benefits to the soil and ecosystem? My piece explores
the effects of wildfires on the environment, specifically, conifer evergreen forests.
Anthropogenic climate change has dramatically affected the way our forests in
California and across the world are in biodiversity, nutrient availability, and carbon
sequestration. By removing redwoods, pines, firs, and other conifer trees through
fire, there is less opportunity for carbon to be stored from the plants and less
opportunity for oxygen to be released. By global warming from increased fossil
fuel emissions, it becomes easier for forests fires to start due to a warmer climate.
However, fires are not always negative if controlled properly. For example, many
native tribes used controlled burns to help with increasing soil richness and
nutrient availability. This offered new opportunities for biodiversity.



Inspiration

My inspiration arose on a walk back from the Eel
river on Angelo Coast Range Reserve. The
conifer trees of mendocino county surrounding
me on the walk planted the idea of how important
the forest is to our ecosystem, providing oxygen
through photosynthesis. These trees were very
tall and served as a blueprint for my piece which Photo credit: G. Baldini; Mendocino County
synthesizes various environmental elements.

Photo credits: G. Baldini, fire image




Photo credits: G. Baldini



Process

For my process, | combined photography with digital art manipulation. First, | took
various photographs around Angelo Coast Range Reserve including the conifer
trees, then the fire at the campsite. My camera had a long zoom lens, so | was
able to capture the fire in fine detail. Then | uploaded the two images on to my
computer and masked the negative space of the fire image so that | could layer
the fire on top of the forest background. This allowed me to make the effect that
the fire is tearing through the page. | decreased the opacity for another fire layer
so that it looked like the fire in the foreground was fading into the background.
Additionally, | used a black layer and decreased the opacity to make the original
forest image appear darker. This allowed me to have a surreal effect.
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Final Result

Fire on The Paper of Life
Mixed media photography
16 November 2025




Conclusion

Thanks for listening to my presentation! | hope you
learned something and are inspired to take action
In the environment to create a better world!

Here is a link to my personal art website for more of
my work: art.giorgiobaldini.com.



http://art.giorgiobaldini.com

